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	Pennington Biomedical Research Center
 LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM











February 16, 2009

Dear Neighbor,

I would like to take a moment to let you know about construction plans at the Pennington Biomedical Research Center and to apologize in advance for any inconvenience they may cause. As you may be aware, we are undertaking a major expansion that includes a new 90,000-square-foot clinical research building.  Thanks to you, a Louisiana taxpayer, our legislature and Governor Bobby Jindal, we are able to undertake this important expansion.  Governor Jindal broke ground for this building on January 14th, calling it “the next cylinder in the economic engine” of Baton Rouge and Louisiana. 

In this new research building, we will be able to expand the opportunities you and others have to come face-to-face with the leading research and research scientists in nutrition and preventive medicine. We will be able to undertake more and larger clinical trials in which citizens like you help us learn the benefits of new drugs, new diets, exercise, nutrition education, natural plant extracts, caloric restriction and many more new and exciting means of preventing chronic diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular disease, obesity, dementia and even cancer.

Our mission is, and always has been, “to promote healthier lives through research and education in nutrition and preventive medicine,” and this new facility will allow us to win highly competitive research grants from the National Institutes of Health, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the American Diabetes Association, the U.S. Army and others. We anticipate this $25 million dollar facility will generate an additional $20 million in annual research revenue and create 300 full-time jobs, with a total economic impact on our community of $38 million annually.

Due to the size of this project, we must drive deep concrete pilings to support the building’s foundation. We realize the noise of driving piles may be annoying to you, our neighbors, as well as our own employees. Unfortunately, after consulting with our engineers, we have been unable to identify a viable option that will reduce the noise. Therefore, we will work as rapidly as possible to complete this phase of the project.


We hope to begin driving the first pilings during the week of February 16th.  Weather permitting and barring any problems, we hope to complete this phase of the construction process within four to six weeks.  We sincerely hope that the noise is minimal and does not disturb you.  

If you or your neighbors have any questions, please call me at 763-2599.

Sincerely,
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Glen Duncan

Director of Communications
6400 Perkins Road, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808-4124  (  Phone: (225) 763-2500, Fax: (225) 763-2525
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